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even a few years ago to what point that evolution would have brought the relations of the great Dominions and the Mother Country and it cannot be supposed that, in this world of evolution, India alone is static."
Such sentiments should be read as the confessions of a man who has never possessed the vision to lead. The criticism of Mr. Baldwin need not be personal for it can be made of modern statesmen generally. The fact remains that it is difficult to conceive of India or the Empire as being in a state of high evolution. They can only be said to evolve, judged by decadent standards to which in fifty years it seems unlikely that any wise man will be found to subscribe. It might have been true to speak of Japan evolving at the commencement of the twentieth century. She at least discarded her static civilisation to be in time for thirty years of western industrialism. To speak of evolution in respect of the westernisation of India, while standing in the twilight of democracy and technocracy at home, is to be guilty of fraudulent leadership in the Orient, If Mr. Baldwin was so confused as to his destiny as an Imperial leader, it was probable that he would be more confused in the face of a crisis in the economic structure of the western world, A man who had no image of the political structure he intended to erect was bound in the face of his own work to be overwhelmed.
The Liberals were slow to reciprocate Mr Baldwin's early manifestations of goodwill. On the 24th of March there was held a meeting of the Liberal Parliamentary Party. It was agreed to support Labour to the extent of continuing their existing Government in power. Any requests to the Conservative leader to overthrow the Government were not for the time being able to be complied with. It was clear however that Mr. Baldwin, was not frustrated. Sir John Simon and Mr. Pybus were among those who expressed a readiness to support the Conservative Party, The fact that Mr. Ramsay Muir raised a cry over the need for Electoral